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Nieuport, Dendermonde, and the Castle of Ghent, as an
addition to their barrier, although she were sensible how
injurious those concessions would be to the trade of her
subjects; and would waive the demand of Ostend being de-
livered into her hands, which she might with justice insist
on. In return for all this, that the Queen only desired the
ministers of the States would enter into a close correspond-
ence with hers, and settle between them some plan of a
general peace, which might give reasonable content to all
her allies, and which Her Majesty would endeavour to bring
France to consent to. She desired the trade of her king-
doms to the Netherlands, and to the towns of their barrier,
might be upon as good a foot as it was before the war
began: That the Dutch would not insist to have share in
the Assiento, to which they had not the least pretensions,
and that they would no longer encourage the intrigues of a
faction against her government. Her Majesty assured them
in plain terms, that her own future measures, and the con-
duct of her plenipotentiaries, should be wholly governed by
their behaviour in these points; and that her offers were
only conditional, in case of their compliance with what sKe
desired."

But all these proofs of the Queen's kindness and sincerity
could not avail. The Dutch ministers pleaded, they had no
power to concert the plan of general peace with those of
Britain : however, they assured the latter, that the Assiento
was the *only difficulty which stuck with their masters.
Whereupon, at their desire, a contract for that traffic was
twice read to them; after which they appeared very well
satisfied, and said they would go to The Hague for further
instructions. Thither they went, and, after a week's absence,
returned the same answer, "That they had no power to
settle a scheme of peace; but could only discourse of it,
when the difficulties of the Barrier Treaty were over." And
Mons. Buys took a journey to Amsterdam, on purpose to
stir up that city, where he was pensionary, against yielding
the Assiento to Britain; but was unsuccessful in his negotia-
tion ; the point being yielded up there, and in most other
towns in Holland.

It will have an odd sound in history, and appear hardly
credible, that in several petty republics of single towns,